
Message froM the Director

Welcome to the inaugural edition 
of OVC News & Program Up-
dates. We hope this will become 
a valuable tool for sharing infor-
mation about OVC’s initiatives, 
events, and other items of special 
interest. We invite you to join us 
in building an ongoing, lively 
information sharing among OVC, 
its grantees, service professionals, 
and others who share the mission 
of promoting justice and healing 
for victims. 

You may have heard about Vision 
21, an initiative that will ultimately chart a course for the 
future of victim services throughout the Nation. This edi-
tion features a summary of what we hope to accomplish 
through this exciting initiative, and an invitation for you 
to contribute your ideas about the program and the 
issues it addresses.

This edition of OVC News & Program Updates incor-
porates voices from the field as well, highlighting an 
innovative public awareness program of the Florida 
Coalition Against Domestic Violence. This OVC grantee 
disseminated FotoNovelas to reach out to victims of 
domestic violence in the community of Spanish-speaking 
migrant workers. A companion article offers an op-
portunity to assess your organization’s outreach to 
underserved victims. 

OVC News & Program Updates will be a truly successful 
communication vehicle only if the field is well repre-
sented in these pages. So read it, share it, and make it 
your own. 

—Joye Frost, Acting Director 
Office for Victims of Crime

T he theme of this issue of OVC News & Program Updates is how public 
awareness is a key component in providing services to all victims of crime. 
This is already demonstrated in the case of unserved and underserved vic-

tims of crime. Too often, language barriers or social and cultural isolation impede 
victims from seeking and receiving help. They may not know they are a victim of 
crime or may be unaware of the resources that are available to them before, dur-
ing, or after their victimization.

The Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence (FCADV) was awarded a grant 
aimed at closing the underserved gap within one population: victims of domestic 
violence in Spanish-speaking migrant communities. Obstacles exist that discour-
age these victims from seeking assistance. These include a lack of trust for law 
enforcement, a fear of deportation, or they may not know that it is against the law 
for a man to abuse his wife. 

OVC encourages all public awareness and outreach grantees to establish an 
advisory group with other local service providers, businesses, and community/
faith-based providers to assist in the development of culturally and linguistically 
appropriate campaigns. The FCADV developed and distributed FotoNovelas in 
Spanish-speaking migrant communities in 20 Florida counties. FotoNovelas are a 
comic book style of publication that conveys information through a story. FCADV’s 
FotoNovelas describe domestic violence and informs victims of the toll free domes-
tic violence crisis and legal hotline services, shelter services, victim advocacy, and 

increasing awareness of and 
access to Victims of Domestic 
Violence in spanish-speaking 
Migrant communities 
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collaboration from federal agencies 
and generous contributions from Indian 
Country. The conference keynote speak-
er was Attorney general Eric Holder, 
who spoke on the role of the Federal 
government in honoring victims’ voices. 
This unique event focused not just on 
educating and training those in the 
field, but it also provided a healing 
space for those who have experienced 
victimization and have survived. The 
conference included traditional ceremo-
nies to honor survivors and remember 
those who have passed.

Results from conference evaluations, as well as the buzz after the 
conference, all point to a hugely successful event. Several participants 
noted that OVC’s 12th National Indian Nations Conference was the 
best all-around conference they had ever attended.

For more event highlights including links to video clips of Attorney 
general Eric Holder’s speech and closing keynote address delivered 
by Larry Echo Hawk, Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs, as well as 
additional photos, click here.

12th national indian nations conference a huge success

O n December 9–11, 2010, the Office for Victims of Crime, in 
collaboration with the Tribal Law and Policy Institute, held the 
12th National Indian Nations Conference: Justice for Victims 

of Crime, on the Agua Caliente Reservation, California. The event 
drew more than 900 participants from around Indian Country, as well 
as federal, state, and local agencies. A wide variety of disciplines at-
tended this unique conference, including advocates working in Indian 
Country; tribal, state, and federal law enforcement and court person-
nel; social workers; tribal community members; tribal government 
officials; and others devoted to working with victims of crime in Indian 
Country. more than 160 workshop and plenary presenters and 300 
scholarship recipients from tribal communities nationwide participated 
in the conference.

The conference theme, Walking in Harmony: Honoring Victim Voices 
to Achieve Safety, Justice and Healing, was reflected in 65 workshops 
on topics such as multidisciplinary approaches to assisting victims, cul-
turally based responses to crime, federal-state-tribal collaboration, and 
traditional healing and wellness. This year’s event saw unprecedented 

lar r y echo Hawk, Ass is tan t  secre tar y for  Indian Af fai rs ,  u.s. Depar t -
ment  of  the In ter ior,  del ivers h is  keynote address

Joye e. Fros t ,  OVc Act ing Di rec tor, 
welcomes at tendees of  the 12th na-
t ional  Indian nat ions conference on 
December 9, 2010

J im clai rmont addresses 
the crowd dur ing the 
c los ing ceremonies on 
December 12, 2010.

Photos courtesy of matt Deserly on behalf of the Tribal Law and Policy Institute
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Work With oVc in alaska 
Apply for the Tribal Victim Assistance in  
Alaska Fellowship Program
The Tribal Victim Assistance in Alaska Fel-
lowship position will support OVC and the 
Department’s Alaska Native Action Team 
(ANAT) in improving the quality of life for 
Alaska Natives in rural and remote villages. 
The focus of the fellowship will be on the pub-
lic safety, justice, and victim service needs 
and challenges these communities face. Serv-
ing crime victims in Alaska presents daunting 
challenges as many rural, remote Alaska Na-
tive communities are impoverished, isolated, 
and lack victim assistance services. 

The Tribal Victim Assistance Alaska Native 
fellow will also support OVC and ANAT in 
their efforts to foster collaborative partner-
ships with allied state agencies and organiza-
tions, and enhance technical assistance and 
outreach efforts to tribal victims of crime in 
remote and rural Alaska Native villages. 

A successful candidate will live and work 
in Alaska; have knowledge of and experi-
ence working with American Indians and 
Alaska Natives; and help OVC and ANAT 
in their commitment to leveraging, making 
accessible, and improving public and private 
programs and services to victims of crime in 
these remote communities. 

The award amount is up to $175,000 (de-
pending on professional experience, salary 
history, and proposed travel costs).

The solicitation and instructions on how to 
apply for the oVc fY 11 tribal Victim as-
sistance in alaska fellowship program are 
now posted on www.grants.gov. Click here 
to open the solicitation. If you have ques-
tions, contact Kathleen gless, Victim Justice 
Program Specialist, at 202–307–6049 or  
by e-mail kathleen.gless@usdoj.gov.

u.s. At torney General er ic H. Holder,  J r. ,  receiv ing the honor b lanket  f rom Abby Abinant i ,  super ior  cour t  
commiss ioner in cal i forn ia and chief  Judge at  Yurok, ( shown in photo to the r igh t ) ,  and laVonne Peck, 
Tr ibal  chai r  for  the la Jo l la band of lu iseno Indians

u.s. At torney General 
er ic H. Holder,  J r.  ad-
dresses at tendees of  the 
12th nat ional  Indian 
nat ions conference on 
December 9, 2010
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http://apply07.grants.gov/apply/opportunities/instructions/oppOVC-2011-3000-cfda16.582-instructions.pdf


training and publications
UPCOMING EVENTS

aboUt the 
office for VictiMs of criMe

The Office for Victims of Crime is one of seven components within the Office of Justice Programs, 
u.S. Department of Justice.

Led by Acting Director Joye E. Frost, OVC is committed to enhancing the Nation’s capacity to 
assist crime victims and to providing leadership in changing attitudes, policies, and practices to 
promote justice and healing for all victims of crime. 

Established in 1988 through an amendment to the Victims of Crime Act of 1984, OVC is 
charged by Congress with administering the Crime Victims Fund. Through OVC, the Fund sup-
ports a broad array of programs and services that focus on helping victims in the immediate 
aftermath of crime and continuing to support them as they rebuild their lives. millions of dollars 
are invested annually in victim compensation and assistance in every u.S. state and territory, 
as well as for training, technical assistance, and other capacity-building programs designed to 
enhance service providers’ ability to support victims of crime in communities across the Nation.

For more information, visit www.ovc.gov.

staY tUneD .  .  .

In the next issue of OVC News & 
Program Updates you’ll learn—

• How Binghamton, New York, accessed 
OVC resources to help with the recov-
ery process after an incident of mass 
violence, and how your jurisdiction can 
get help, too.

• What itVerP is, and why you need 
to know.

Office for Victims of Crime 
Office of Justice Programs 
u.S. Department of Justice  
810 Seventh Street NW. 
Washington, DC 20531 
Phone: 202–307–5983 
Fax: 202–514–6383

National Crime Victims’ rights week 
April 10–16, 2011  
NCVRW Information 

6th National sexual assault response team  
training Conference
may 25–27, 2011 
Austin, Texas 
SART Conference Registration 

National Center for Victims of Crime  
2011 National Conference
June 20–22, 2011 
Washington, D.C.  
NCVC National Conference

 
For more training opportunities click here for OVC’s National  
Training calendar or here to visit the OVC Training and Technical  
Assistance Center’s Web site. 

8  •  Office for Victims of Crime

http://ovc.ncjrs.gov/ncvrw/
http://www.sartconference.com/Conference.php
http://www.ncvc.org/ncvc/main.aspx?dbID=DB_2005NationalConference571
http://ovc.ncjrs.gov/ovccalendar
https://ovcttac.gov/views/TrainingMaterials/dspTrainingCatalog.cfm

